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How America Completes College 2024

1 in 4 current 
undergraduates are “at risk” 
of not completing college.

At-risk students are 
more likely to be first-
generation students, 
Hispanic or Black, 
LGBTQIAA+, and  
come from lower-
income households. 
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There is a strong link between 
mental health and the decision 
to leave college. 
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Having a plan to pay for all 
four years of college before 
enrolling is linked to students 
being on track to graduate. 

Students reported they had a plan 
to pay for all years of college

Don’t forget the 
Free Application  
for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA®). 
Despite current 
delays, completing 
the FAFSA is still an 
important step in 
planning for college.

Graduation

The three top reasons 
at-risk students 
consider leaving school:

64%
of college students 

report being on 
track to graduate.

FAFSA is a registered service mark of U.S. Department of Education, Federal Student Aid.

© 2024 Sallie Mae Bank. All rights reserved. Sallie Mae, the Sallie Mae logo, and other Sallie Mae names are service marks or registered service marks of Sallie Mae Bank. All other 
names and logos used are the trademarks or service marks of their respective owners. SLM Corporation and its subsidiaries, including Sallie Mae Bank, are not sponsored by or 
agencies of the United States of America.

Understanding what helps students graduate

https://www.salliemae.com/about/leading-research/how-america-completes-college/
https://www.salliemae.com/college-planning/financial-aid/fafsa/fafsa-guide/
https://www.salliemae.com/college-planning/financial-aid/fafsa/fafsa-guide/

